Constructive leadership
- needed on drug sites

- Vancouver’s safe-injection program faces a lot ignorance

oliticians will say anything to
aveid addressing:, di[ﬁ-’.‘u]l ISEIES
I directly by staging what they
really think, Sometimes they're 5o
busy avedding the issue that they
don't even hother (o ully consider it
o That s one posgible explanation for

Cereater Vaneouver regional district

chairman arvin Hunt's remark to
The Vancouver Sun this week on the
city of Yancouver's “four pillar”
appraach to drog addiction,

Mr Hont, a veterim councillor fram
Surrey chosen 25 the GYRID chaie Iast
montly, said Loweer Mainland govern-
ments shouldn't spend their eneriy
o the harm reduction pillar, which
includes supervised injection sites,
“Basic goometry says a triangle, with
three supporis, is the strongest and
most stable shape.”

That kind of logic suggests there
should be an abundance of three
||;,!l._':%'ll_'\d animzls, triangalar bulldings
and three-siep Aleahalics Anomy-
NMHOLES PECOVEDY ProEramns.

ple, Hunt also says he doesn’t belicve
the GVWRT is an appropriate forum for
discussion of a regional approach to
drug-addiction strategy — that it's a
matter for local povernimenls,

That kimd of logic partly expliaing
the wave of municipal amalgamalions
that has ooearred in eastern Canada,
alter halkanized municipal govern-
ments fuiled to find ways toowark
elfectively together on key issues that
overlap jurisdictional boundarics,

Mr. Hunt was reacting to an Ipsos-
Fcid poll that found 50 per cent of
Lower Mainfinders outside Vancou-
ver support the crention of places in
thedr oown communitices whers doug
adiiets eould inject themselves
unden seedical supervision and also
ke geferved for treatment. He says he
doubts those numbers reflect public
opiniom in Surrey

“Twould sugmrest to, vou ' that, gener-
ally, the citizens of Surrey would pre-
for to focus on rehabilitation and
detoe,” Mr, Hunt said. Perhaps oo ome
kg esplaaned to him that cne key eea-
son for estalilishing supervised injec-
tinn siges is that they open the door to
rehabilitation and detox.

The most likely reason for M
Hunt's specious arguments, though, is
that he simply wants to talk aroend
the issue. As politics has clearly
l.{l:l%ﬂ]l_ us, expecting widespred lead-
ership omw critical matter that alfects
us all — theougl the crime it spawns
and the Lves it takes — is really more
than we can ash

Sowe don't want to be too hard on
him for taking the “three logs good™
position en injection-drug strategy.
After all, Mr. Hunt's remarks arcn't
the most foolish things to be said
abonat harm-redusction,

Pt asio Floalith Blaloros Tanas

contact tht pets some acddicls intn
Iresbmeenl,

B Allnee M Bandy White says
the sites “are nothing but a mapnet for
drug addicts from all over the coun-
tey, plus the United States, to go b
Vancouver.” It's the drugrs and the
people who use and sell them that
draw addicts to the Drovwntown East-
sidde, mat 2 clenn place that offers a
route out of addiction.

Surrey Councillor Gary Tymoschuk
told Tlee Suen that supervised injection
sites tell people it's okay oo use drugs.
Omly wiewing the sites in isolation,
apart from their place in a stralegy of
increased enforcement and treatment,
allows that simple-minded conclu-
SI0H,

Mr, Tymoschuls did, however, make
one impsartint point when he spoke to
THie Sun about The issue He said that
Vaneouwver Mayor Larey Camphell,

FEitectively drawing an
addict into treatment
requires
a sophisticated,
comprehensive approach.

- @

witn was elected in part becavse Van-
couverites want to sec prompt imple-
mentation of all four pillacs of the
city’s doug; stratesy, should ke the
tirme o meel wilth Surcey councillors
and discnss the subject.

Wia'rie weith I oan tleat

M Comphell well undegstands teat
ignorance about what harm reduwction
really cotails is the biggest obstacle bo
& constructive, comprehensive
approach to addiction.

Yot so far, his approach to desling
with intransipgent attitudes in Surrey
has been to threaten the municipality,
Draring the Gl civie election cam-
perign. he said be would “punish® Sure-
rey i 30 deove addicts out of e
mieipality and into Wancouver by
restricting treatment options. He was
reacting to Surrey's move to raise
licence fees for stand-alone
methadone clinics to 310,000 annualiy
from SI95,

Thal's gel a1 eoslruet ivia way Eo
begin a dizlogue with your neigh-
bowrs. Me, Campbell oawes it to Surrey
— which raised the fees after eight
stand-alone methadone clinics
opened in a two-block arca — to mect
with its council and discuss these
complex issues, so that we can create
solutions that waork for all of us,

Effectively drawing an addict into
treatment requires & sophisticated,
comprehensive approach. Dealing
with those who Gear that approach's

iAot mifaatinne acmoeeto alom



beTeterved for treatment. He says hi
doubts those numbers reflect public
opinion in Surrey

“I would suggest to vou that, gener-
ally, the citizens of Surrey wonld pre-
fer to focus on rehabilitation and
deresx” Mz Hund said, Pechaps no one
hasjezplained to him thae one key rea-
som for establizhing :jl.l]1l_'l,'\-'i_‘;;l_‘-;i injec-
tion sites is uat they open the door to
rehabilitation and detosx.

The most likely reasomn for Mr,
Hunt’s specious arguments, though, s
thist he simply wants to talk around
the issue, As politics has clearly
tanglit us, expecting widespread lead-
crahip on a critical matter that affects
us all — theough the crime it spawns
and the lives it takes — 38 really more
than we can ask.

Sowe don't want to be tao haed on
him for taking the "three legs good™
pastLion on injection-drug strategy.
After all, Mr, Hunt's remarks aven't
the nanst foclish things to be said
abou harm-reducibon.

Ontario Hlealth Minister Tony
Clement said the expression “safe
infection site™ is an pxvmoron. Mever
mind the experience of several inter-
national citics that sugmests the siies
et users and their needles off the
streets, reduce the incidence of AIDS
and hepatitis C, protect against over-
dose deaths and provide a point of

=i

approach to addiction.

Yet, so far, his approach to dealing
with intramsigent attitudes in Surrey
biaas Been to threten the municipality.
During the [ civie election cam-
paign, ke sald he would "punish” Sur-
rey il it drove addicts out of the
municipality and inta Vancouver by
restricting treatment aptions. He wis
reacting to Surrey's move [o raise
licence fees for stand-alone
miethadone clinics to $10.004) annually
lram S195,

That's mot a constructive way to
begin a dialogue with vour neigh-
bBours. Me Campbell owes it to Surrey
— which raised the fees after eight
stand-alone methadone clinics
uEn:'nL'd in a two-block avea — (o et
with its council and discuss these
complex issues, so that we can coeate
solutions that waork for all of us.

Effectively drawing an addict into
resiment reguines a sophisticated,
comprehensive approach, Dealing
with those whao fear that approach’s
most contentios aspaects also
requires sophistication.

It's enly by showing everyone
affected by drug addiction what 2
well-executed harm-reduction strle-
gy can do that we'll Be able to create
an enviromment where it will work.

And there's clearly a lot of igno-
rance for us 1o overcome,

There are humane alternatives
to destroying miscreant animals

Shenica White wis mauled by two

dogs while walking with a friend
late at night in East Vancouver, Since
then, the L-year-old has lud surpery
to repair severe Bcial damase and
will need many further surgerias.
Still, she has said she bears no malice
tosanl the dogs,

On Thursday, the dogs, Fanshe and
Chichi, bath around five, were cutha-
nized at the Vancowver City Pound,
They were known to the pound, hav-
ing twice been found wandering loose
before the incident involving Ms.
White.

According to a pound spokesman,
they exhibited no signs ol aggression
and appeared timid and fearfol in
their pound ¢

The ewner of the mastifi-Rot-
tweiller cross dogs, whose identity
hasn't been nucde public, lives in Sur-
roy. He'd been keaping the licensaed
animals at his mother's East Vancon-
wer residence. He immediately agreed
to 5ign a kill order afier the JEI:ILIEH::'I.,
and in fact had little choice, ]

Had he refused, the city would lave
sanght o court order to have the dogs
Killed, under the Livestock Protection
A,

T guestion that remains —
bevomd why two pet dogs would
chgxme insweh an attack — is whether
socicty's response to such events is
the best one, Thar is, is it abways the

I1 hag been nearly two wecks since

best course to respond in knec-jerk
fashiom and kill amimeals that have
shown unacceptable aggression?

While it may not be o in this case,
we all know that animals con ke let
down badly by irresponsible owners
who may abuse, neglect or fail (o
properly socialize their charges. Just
recently, Vimcouverites learned of
several instances where doss had
been deposited, like so much garbage,
in dumgsters,

And there are allermatives (o
destroying miscreant animils
Charles Butler, a Surrey businessman,
operates an outfit called Big Dog; Bes-
cue. He has purchased [m:ﬁ in Likely,
in the Cariboo, which he is ecquipping
with kennels. The centre will e
sanctuary for large dogs requiring
rehabilitation or refuge.

In Fact, M, Butler was feverishly
trying to arrenge to ke responsibili-
ty for Chichi and Fansle, ad the time
they were being euthanized, 134 plan
had been to take them o Likely where
they'd be caned for, but never pul up
for adoption or allowed o return (o
normil society. Mr. Butler cannot see
wlial purpose was served by killing
the dogs.

Peraps it is time foT our commmini-
ty to debate the issue of what to do
witl such animals on o case-by-case
basis and, where appropraate, consid-
er courses that are more humane than
simply putting them down.



