‘Mayors want trial safe-injection sites

20 Canadian mayors
‘back Owen'’s motion

By FRANCES BULA

mayors have
EﬂtaEfslmmtﬂf EXEr-
im-:ntal safe-injection sites for
drug users, to be un in cooperi-
ﬂunmth Health Canada, in four

to six of the 5 cities.,
The 20 alI attending
the Pﬁﬂﬁatmﬁ nfiﬂanadmn
es big-city mayors'
caucus in Ottawa, voted unani-
mlaual;.r in favour of the motion
forward by Vancouver May-

ﬂr Philip Owen,

Bl prmrtmmh.:alm officer,

Perry Kendall, who
the mayor tcr,s;akin support of

-Epﬂkﬂ:-.

ieal I'mlp if they

the idea, said the ma of Win-
nipeg, Reging and o all
avour of the proposal,
which stipulated that the sites
woilld have to be part of an eval-
uated pilot project.

He said groups in Montreal,
bec City, and Victoria hmf;
been won on proposals

safe-injection sites, prompted by
a concern about the level of drug
addiction in their cities and the
health problems it is causing,
fm-m overdose deaths to the
EB ead of infectious diseases like
5 and hepatitis C.

Health-care workers believe if
addicts were allowed to l-l'I]Er.'_'l
their El.\'llFS at a supervised site,
|n::|11£.d1.'1[: meid-

overdosed and
they would get clean needles,

instead of sharing them.
Vancouver adopted a drug,

strategy last vear thit, among

many other muun:rmeudatinns.

also su[t;pnrmd the idea of study-
[ ]

ihility of o supervised
afe-injection site.

Owen has cnnszstenti}r said
that he won't support a safe-
injection site if Vancouver is the
only city with one and unless it's

of a national program with
Health Canada support: Vancou-
ver city manager Judy Rogers
said the FCM resolution is a sig-
nificant one.

Kendall said Health Canada
has provided a grant through the
Canadian Centre for Substance
Abuse, to assemble municipal
officials interested in having
experimental sites.




