They mayor’s right on this one

Mg |_1:-:'|:|r|.‘.'_-:'_-:-e,:|.| elisamay at May-
ar Laery Chunpbell’s han-{isi-
ed handling of Vancouver's

Olympic Bid. And we've questioned
whether he might be morphing into
that which he has condemned with
COPE's bullying: tactics: “There's cight
of us and ﬂn{}r two of you,” b remincded
the outmumbered and oatgunned NPA
duo a1 a recent councl meeting,

Buust to give crecit where it's due, the
e mayor's stend Gt resolve 1o estab-
lish a1 sale-injection Faality in Vancoi-
ver 15 worthy of priadse — even with a
rew timetahle.

Throughout the campaign, Mr
Campbell maintained h-;"n;{:u en a s
by Jamn, 1 abedected, Althougsh b no
||||:|E;_|:.r expects o et that tareel — he
sys e ﬁln:"i'l'llj-' will e fanciioning: by
late Febauary or early March — we see
i peasan o condemn the delay, partie-
iwlardy miven tle wphill bamle he's faced.

Despite stlT opposition Moo some
federal MI's and police officers, M
Campbell has pushed ahead in his
attempt to fulfill his promise. He has
socurcd the assistance of a mumber of

weroais Lt will help establsl the Gcili-
Ly, icluding the Vancouver Coastal
Health Authority, the B.C. Centre for
Excellence in HIVAAILS, and the Cen-
tre for Discase Control.

The main reason for the delay scems
to be Health Canada, which recently
izsued guidelines for the sites after con-
|_']|_||;|,i|:|;._:_|!l|;|l the Gicidities would be legal
oy if they're pact of a scientife study

Thas week, Mr. [-:"""F'I:"'-’” atlendead
rresefang e Chanacian Centre on
Substance Abose to fnalize those
pukdelines. Health Canada now says idll
accept applications for safe injection
sites next month, and i1 take up to 60
days tor process an application, Hence
& Campbell's statement that a site
will e opseentianal by Marclo

Althoaeh representitives of five oth-
er cities were at the meeting, odlers
plan to wail to see what happens in
Vancouver before proceeding. So Mr.
Campbell's courage in pressing for-
ward, and his ability to work with the
feds and the provinee, are hopeful signs
not only for the future of our city, but
also our province and our couantry,



