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August 25, 2006





The Right Honourable Stephen Harper P.C., M.P.


Prime Minister of Canada


   Langevin Block


   80 Wellington Street 


	Ottawa ON


   K1A OA2





  


   Dear Prime Minister,





 


   On behalf of the Fong Luen Tong Society located in Vancouver's Downtown Eastside with a membership of over 400 people,  we are appealing to your government to keep the safe-injection site (Insite) open.  If the exemption of the Controlled Drugs and Substances Act is not renewed by Sept. 12th, the streets in Downtown Eastside will revert to the chaotic days of the past.  





   Since our Society is only one block away from the site, we have had the opportunity to notice a remarkable change in this area after this Harm Reduction facility was set up three years ago.  To avoid regurgitating what other people have said about the marvellous results of this program: such as saving lives, reducing petty crime, minimizing the spread of HIV/hepatitis C and improving public order, we like to emphasize the fact that we feel much safer and less fearful walking on the street without any harassment or intimidation  from the drug users.





  	This site is overwhelmingly supported by the local merchants, the police, the three former mayors of 


  	Vancouver:  Mike Hartcourt, Phillip Owen, Larry Campbell and the present mayor Sam Sullivan as well as the Premier of BC, Gordon Campbell.   It is also backed up by evidence from Montaner's researchers that the facility produced positive results. 


    


	We are praying the facility will remain open.  It would be "positively perverse"  to close it as Stephen Lewis succinctly puts it.





   We urge your government to renew the program so the drug users in the city's core, between 4,000 and 5,000,  may benefit from Insite.








    Yours sincerely,





     


    Len Seto, President








    Colin Szeto, Secretary  


