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Dear Prime Minister Harper:

I am writing to urge your continued support of InSite, North America’s first supervised
injection site. Now entering its third year of operation in Vancouver, this landmark public
heath initiative is a vital component of that cities intemationally recognized innovative
approach to it’s own serious problems with drugs, crime, homelessness and dangerous
infectious diseases (such as AIDS). With its well-documented success, InSite is
becoming a beacon — a workable mode] for municipalities all over the world, many of
which are now adapting it to their own needs.

By granting renewal of InSite’s federal approval, without which the program cannot
continue to legally operate in Canada, you will be acting in the best interest of the
citizens of Vancouver (where InSite is saving both lives and public funds) and also
serving the best interests of all Canadians struggling to find effective responses to the
daunting problems of AIDS and addictions, Conversely, as the research on InSite makes
clear, the failure to sustain InSite will most certainly condemn scores of your countrymen
to premature deaths (from drug overdose and AIDS), several hundreds to emergency
medical visits and preventable hospital admissions, and thousands more to lives of
increased disease, degradation, and criminal activity — all at inordinate public (estimated
at CAN § 6.8 — $11.8 million per year. The choice seems clear.

My judgment about InSite comes from my 40 years of professional experience in drug
addiction treatment and 25 years of research and prevention efforts aimed st stopping the
AIDS epidemic, I am Professor of Epidemiology and Social Medicine and Professor of
Psychiatry at Montefiore Medical Center/Atbert Einstein College of Medicine in New
York City (since 1968) I have studied the consequences of many different efforts to stem
the AIDS epidemic and deal with the chronic problems of addiction. ¥ am also a Visiting








